na 1976 interview, Martin Gardner observed: “Bioeraphical history,
s g ino o |::|"'\-|:q\ achools, 1= aill ',:|:.;L'|:.' A |||,-!_-.'-|:.' o] boneheads
richculows kings and gqueens, paranoad polincal leaders, compulsive
WWAZEES, TENoTant generali=—1he flonzam and jersam of histotioal cus
rents, The men who radically altered history, the greal sciemsis and
mathemancins, are seklom mentioned, it ag all”

Thats all ke more seasen to mention im now, as Ocwober 21, 2074
will b ihe hundredih anniversary of his hirth

Martin, who passed away five years ago, would have been the
first to jump in and object to his being characterized as a “grear
mathematickn"—mdeed, he olien proclaimed that ke was not really
a mathematician ar all. From a rechnical standpoint. that may be
tre; he did not possess a umversity degree, his stady ol mah did
nod extend past high school, His
ety dnto thay world came by
way of mugic. In 1936, sirving w
ke 4 ||'-.':r'.!: 5 3 WTREEE, e -ull'!l.i.
an artiche abowr hexailexagons, 3
ivpe ol topobogcal oddiny made
ol ol Lolded paper, 1o Sdentifi
American magazing. The piece
drew so much reader tnterest, it
bedd tor his being asked to write a
monthly column, “Mathematical
Games,” which ran for the neda
L5 veas,

Iy orcler to explain kdeas 1o the
reatler, be had wo lirsy amnderssand
st kilmselt, 28 2 nan whe did
o beave advarced mathematicat
frnming. This perspective, ved
L A Wriling siy e that was often

wilty ang always clear, led 1o a

result that was highly accessible
and appealing. As others have
noted, Martin work was respon-
sible Tor inspiving mone people
to take up mathemuics than dny
gther stumiuslis i the Lager hail of
the 20th century

Maglc was not merely  the
|'|'|I.':."-.'. iy 150 HE i,-\.l..i.::.'lll I1
wias @ signilicamy element  than

cropped up in s pages wath

e " " "
ik L LTI And, in addivion o nrrodecing his Scientific Amorcan readers

wo b avray o maghcal ideas and their inventors, Manin also comrlbuted a
substarm il ameunt of his own conpuring creatlons w aur fournals: The finy,
Pafloearers Bestew and TGy athers

His meresis were boundless and diverse, In addition o hils works on

peanc and math, he wrote several dozen booss and husdreds of amicles,

ranging frem hiction w philosophy, lnerary analysis, wordplay, skepiicism,
anet much more, His 1960 book, The Arnofated ANce—a delighiful and
imformative commentary on the classic Lewis Carmoll lamasy novels—saold
well over a million copies. and has never gone out of print. Also still easily
lound, and priced at a fraction of what 1ts contents are worth, 1s his seminal
1956 book, Mathematics Magic & Mystery; truly, one of the kew books tha
every magician should own.

1993 zaw 1he [kt blennial
Gathering for Gardner” & gather
ing in Atlanim, Georgla than brought
‘.:la_'hq[hql hikitd pecle ol A LANS,
|'||,|.'.'i|~.|=~, mathematicians, =0
eniists, skeprics, and others wao
oocupy the prodigious cemiral area
defimed in the Venmn [Hagram of
Martin Cardners inferests. hartin,
who was a bold wriker but a shy
man, enly aended the lirst pwo,
bat the gatherings have continued.
And, since Martink deash i 2000,
each Ocober there are dozens of
Celebration of Mind™ evenis in his
honor Theese 1ale |:i:'.=_-.' around 1he
world, and ramEe fram soall haoeme
parties w mote ¢laborate fesnivinies

[ 1995, ar the wender age of 83,
he said; "Faor as long as 1 can remem-
her | have been impressed, perhaps
overwiiglmed is more accurate, by
the vastness of the universe and the
even greater vastness of the darkness

that exiends bevond the Erthest

fontiers of scientific knowledge.

With typical Gardner elliciency, he
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thus sumimed up (he love ol magk
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arsl nwsTery thal ﬂ'-i'lli'¢] his |||||1:I|:

arvl remarkable lile
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s,
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Happy Binhday, danin!
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